
 School of Earth Sciences 
 

FIRST YEAR UNITS 
 
Each academic year, students are required to study 120 credit points (cps) worth of units.   
 
All single honours students entering the School take mandatory units as follows:  

EASC10001  Geology 1 (40 cps) 

EASC10002  Environmental Geoscience 1 (40 cps) 

EASC10007  Computing for Earth Scientists (10 cps) 

EASC10008  Introduction to Field Skills in Earth Sciences (10 cps) 

You are most strongly advised to take EASC10006 Physics and Chemistry for Earth Scientists 
(20 cps) as your remaining unit.   

You will receive information about 'Open Units' from the University.  As explained below, this 
information is only of relevance to those Earth Sciences students who wish to take a 20 cp 
unit in another subject area and have Maths, Physics and Chemistry at A-level.  Good 
choices in this case might be Maths 1A20 (MATH11004) or Introductory Chemistry 
(CHEM10600), both of which have an A-level in the subject as a prerequisite, or Big Ideas in 
Science (CHEM10001) which is a general science unit open to all Faculty of Science students 
(see overleaf for more information on these units).  Because of subject overlap, Earth 
Sciences students may not take GEOG16001 World in Crisis? or UNIV10001 Sustainable 
Development. 

Only those students who have Maths, Physics and Chemistry at A-level should consider 
making up their credit point total with units delivered by other Schools.  Please note that the 
choice of suitable units is constrained by your timetable. 

If you are a Joint Honours student (registered for Geology and Biology, Palaeontology and 
Evolution or Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences programmes), you will take 
Geology 1 (40 cps) and attend Introduction to Field Skills for Earth Scientists.  Your remaining 
credit points will be filled with units from your partner Schools so you do not choose any 
open units.  
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Please detach this slip and return to Dr Mary Benton, Admissions Tutor, School of Earth 
Sciences, University of Bristol, Wills Memorial Building, Bristol, BS8 1RJ by Friday 9h September 
ONLY if you are considering taking a unit offered by another School AND your A-level 
subjects allow you to do so.   Thank you. 
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NOTES 
 
Introductory Chemistry  CHEM10600 
 
This unit introduces and explores key fundamental themes used throughout chemistry.  It 
aims to do so in a qualitative way to focus on the broad ideas and implications.  Key ideas 
include orbitals, energy, quantisation and bonding, why reactions happen, shapes of 
molecules, mechanisms, rates of reaction and measurements.  The content provides a 
foundation for students interested in the Life Sciences.  
Requires a good Chemistry A level.  20-credit point unit.  
 
 
 
Maths 1A20  MATH11004 
 
Designed for students with A level Maths who want a 20 credit point unit on mathematical 
techniques.  
 
 
 
Big Ideas in Science  CHEM10001 
 
This unit provides a broad introduction to some of the fundamental ideas in science.  It looks 
at the original ideas and concepts behind the discipline, the history and the people involved 
behind the main discoveries and /inventions.  The topics cover a broad range and draw 
upon expertise from across the entire Faculty of Science.  More specifically, the unit aims to 
introduce broad scientific ideas which may include such topics as quantisation, imaginary 
numbers, climate change, relativity, symmetry and evolution. 

 
 

If you are confused by all the possibilities, please do not worry.  We will advise at registration or you 
may e-mail mary.benton@bris.ac.uk for further information in the meantime. 


